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Introduction 
 
The Papers of Arnold Prater include sermons from his career as a United Methodist 
pastor. 
 
These papers are composed of correspondence and literary productions, in the form of 
sermons. 
 
This collection came to the Special Collections Department of the B.L. Fisher Library 
from Prater’s daughter, Mrs. Judy Widdows in May 2004.  The collection is ___ cubic 
feet and is available for use through the Special Collections Department. 
 
This finding aid was prepared by Kelly Hedgecock in June 2004. 
 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
Arnold Prater was a United Methodist pastor.  He and his wife, “Miss Martha”, were 
evangelists and formed the Arnold Prater Ministries Organization.    They traveled 
throughout the United States for many years with their successful ministry.  He also 
conducted seminars for many years at the Finn and Feather Resort in Oklahoma.   
 
Dr. Prater received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Asbury Theological 
Seminary in 1969.  He also established the Arnold Prater Ministry Scholarship at Asbury 
Seminary. 
 
 
 
 
Series Description 
 
Correspondence 
 
Arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically 
1975-1999 
 
Literary Production 
 
Arranged alphabetically by subject, then chronologically 
1967-2002 
Includes research notes and sermons 
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Box/Folder Inventory 
 
 
Box Folder Series Title Date 
1 1 Correspondence American Red Cross Dec 1999 
 2 Correspondence Newsletter – Arnold Prater Ministries 
Inc. 
1975-1998 
 3 Literary 
Production 
Research Notes n.d. 
 4 Literary 
Production 
Research Notes – Metaphors 
Available for Book 
n.d. 
 5 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 3 Common Illusions May 2001 
 6 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 3 Controversial Gifts of the 
Spirit 
n.d. 
 7 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 3 Ingredients for Healing 1999, 2002 
 8 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 3 Steps to the Anointing of 
Joy  
n.d. 
 9 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 3 States Not in the Union 1976, 1994 
 10 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 3 Trees That Could Talk Fall 1992, 
1998 
 11 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 4 Reasons Why People 
Aren’t Healed 
n.d. 
 12 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 4 Things Jesus Does 1999 
 13 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – 4 Things That Happened at 
Pentecost 
n.d. 
 14 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Addicts in the Pew 1992 
 15 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Advent Lamb n.d. 
 16 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Analyzing Pentecost June 2000 
 17 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Are You Lost in the 
Wilderness? 
n.d. 
 18 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Bad Kid on the Block n.d. 
 19 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Bad Psalms and Gory 
Stories 
n.d. 
 20 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Basis of True Joy 1993 
 21 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Beware of Haircuts  n.d. 
 22 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Blessed are They That 
Mourn 
n.d. 
 23 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Bring Them to Jesus Jan 2002 
 24 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Can a Christian Be Perfect n.d. 
 25 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Can We Really Trust God’s 
Promises? 
July 2001 
 26 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Christ and the 3 C’s n.d. 
 27 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Credo n.d. 
 28 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Christ the Child King 2000-2002 
 29 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Cross and the Shield n.d. 
 30 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Cross in My Path n.d. 
 31 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Dealing From a Holy Deck n.d. 
 32 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Do We Really Need the 
Holy Spirit 
n.d. 
 33 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Do You Dare to Be Alone n.d. 
 34 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Do You Want to Stop 
Jesus? 
n.d. 
 35 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Don’t Park the Ark!  Don’t 
Touch the Ark! 
June 2002 
 36 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Everybody Needs a Savior 1967 
 37 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Fine Print on Jonah’s 
Ticket 
n.d. 
2 1 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The First Windy City  Fall 1993 
 2 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The First Woman President 2000 
 3 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Fleas Come With the 
Dog 
n.d. 
 4 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Freeways and Country 
Roads 
n.d. 
 5 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Fresh Oil 2002 
 6 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Frog Legs and Missed Boats 1999 
 7 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – A Furnace, A Towel, and A 
Ship 
n.d. 
 8 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Get Set to Get Net Results Oct 2000 
 9 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – God’s Big Problem n.d. 
 10 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – God is a Desperado n.d. 
 11 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The God of Surprises n.d. 
 12 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The God Who is Desperate n.d. 
 13 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Great Messages for Laymen n.d. 
 14 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Great Outside 
Hindrance to Prayer 
n.d. 
 15 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Greatest Text in the 
Bible 
n.d. 
 16 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Greatest Thing Moses 
Ever Did 
n.d. 
 17 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Growin’ Up n.d. 
 18 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Hell’s Number 3 Demon Nov 1996, 
Mar 2002 
 19 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Has Life Got You Down n.d. 
 20 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Healing:  God’s Perfect 
Will for You 
n.d. 
 21 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Helping Your Doubts n.d. 
 22 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Hold Onto the Rope  n.d. 
 23 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Hot Stoves and the Holy 
Spirit 
June 2002 
 24 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How Do We Lose Jesus? Jan 1997 
 25 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How God Gets His Way 2000, June 
2002 
 26 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How Old Is Jesus? n.d. 
 27 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How to Gain Spiritual 
Weight 
n.d. 
 28 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How to Get Out of Prison n.d. 
 29 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How to Get Rid of Riches n.d. 
 30 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How to Have Revival in 
Your Church 
n.d. 
 31 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – How’s Aaron Farin’? n.d. 
 32 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Imprisoned Treasure n.d. 
 33 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Insulting the Master n.d. 
 34 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Is There Physical Healing in 
the Cross 
n.d. 
 35 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Jesus is the Answer, Jesus is 
All You Need 
Oct 2000 
 36 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Jesus the Sacrifice 2000 
 37 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Key to Your Handcuffs 1995 
 38 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Let’s Talk About Your 
Healing 
n.d. 
 39 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Light With Us n.d. 
 40 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Living Life at the Speed of 
Light 
n.d. 
 41 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Lizard on Your 
Shoulder 
n.d. 
 42 Literary 
Production 
Sermon -  The Longest Journey Ever 
Taken 
n.d. 
 43 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Loudest Sportscoat in 
the Bible 
n.d. 
 44 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – May I See Your I.D.? n.d. 
 45 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – A Miracle Greater than the 
Resurrection 
n.d. 
3 1 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Mistaken Presumptions Fall 1985, 
1997 
 2 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – A Model of a King n.d. 
 3 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Mud, Clay, and the Best 
Samaritan 
1999, 2002 
 4 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Must I Speak in Tongues to 
be Filled with the Spirit? 
May 2002 
 5 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – My Private War Against the 
Flimsy, Foolish, Fickle Flesh 
July 2002 
 6 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Need a Fresh Touch from 
Jesus 
n.d. 
 7 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – A New Start with the Old n.d. 
 8 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Our Father n.d. 
 9 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Pentecost Ghost June 1990 
 10 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Perfect Father  June 2002 
 11 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Quartet That Raised the 
Roof 
n.d. 
 12 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Real Ghost n.d. 
 13 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Real Reality n.d. 
 14 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Red Pickup Trucks n.d. 
 15 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Seeing is Believing n.d. 
 16 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Seeking to See What Isaiah 
Saw 
1988 
 17 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Shining Serpent n.d. 
 18 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Six Million Dollar Man 1980 
 19 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Some Things Love Does n.d. 
 20 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Somebody Out There Hates 
You 
Sept 2001 
 21 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Step of the Towel n.d. 
 22 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – The Strengthening Angel Fall 1980, 
n.d. 
 23 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Suddenly Fall 1998 
 24 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Teaching from a Dumb 
Preacher 
n.d. 
 25 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Temple Talk from the 
Master 
n.d. 
 26 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Three Little Words n.d. 
 27 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Untitled (missing 1st page) n.d. 
 28 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Untitled (missing 1st page) n.d. 
 29 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Want to Grow Spiritually? n.d. 
 30 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Weeds in the Wheat n.d. 
 31 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What a Way to Go n.d 
 32 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What Do You Want From 
Jesus 
n.d 
 33 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What Does It Mean “To 
Walk in the Anointing?” 
n.d 
 34 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What Does the Blood of 
Jesus Teach Us? 
n.d 
 35 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What I Learned in God’s 
Classroom 
n.d 
 36 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What is Glory Sept 2001 
 37 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What the Cross Says n.d 
 38 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What to Do About Your 
Lost Loved Ones? 
n.d 
 39 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – What to Do When You 
Mess Up 
n.d 
 40 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Whatever Happened to 
Hell? 
n.d 
 41 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – When Jesus Showed Up n.d., 2002 
 42 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – When the Witch Lost Her 
Power 
n.d 
 43 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – When Your Dreams Die Feb 1997 
 44 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Who Is God? July 2002 
 45 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Who’s Your Candidate n.d 
 46 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Why I’m in a Hurry n.d 
 47 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Why I’m in Love with Jesus 
Christ 
n.d 
 48 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Why Must I Believe in 
Jesus Christ? 
n.d 
 49 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – A Word for the Discouraged n.d 
 50 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – You Can Walk on Water n.d 
 51 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – You Can’t Put a Harness on 
a Tornado 
n.d 
 52 Literary 
Production 
Sermon – Your Focus Fuel Tank n.d 
 
 
 
